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CLASS OF 2021 ORIENTATION INCLUDES RANKINE’S ‘CITIZEN’;
 OPPORTUNITY TO VIEW RARE SOLAR ECLIPSE

 Incoming class culled from record 8,222 applicants


COLORADO SPRINGS, Colo. – Aug. 16, 2017 – New Student Orientation for Colorado College’s Class of 2021 begins Saturday, Aug. 19, with approximately 519 first-year students and 30 transfer students being welcomed to campus with a host of activities, including a welcome lunch, opening remarks by CC President Jill Tiefenthaler and informational programming.

The incoming class, culled from a record 8,222 applicants, had a 15 percent admittance rate, with 51 percent receiving some form of financial aid, 26.7 percent self-identifying as students of color, and 53 being first-generation students. The class includes 48 QuestBridge students; QuestBridge is a non-profit organization that matches high-achieving, underserved students with opportunities in higher education.

During the move-in period, Cascade Avenue will be closed to traffic between Uintah and Cache La Poudre streets from 7:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m., Friday, Aug. 18; 7:30 a.m.-6 p.m., Saturday, Aug. 19; and 5 a.m.-5 p.m., Sunday, Aug. 20.

The Common Read Book for incoming students is “Citizen: An American Lyric” by Claudia Rankine, who was on campus in February as the Block 6 First Mondays speaker. Rankine, the author of five collections of poetry, two plays, numerous video collaborations and the editor of several anthologies, will return to campus to deliver the NSO Capstone Address on Monday, Aug. 21 in the Kathryn Mohrman Theatre in Armstrong Hall, 14 E. Cache La Poudre St.

“Citizen” recounts mounting racial aggressions in ongoing encounters in 21st-century daily life and in the media. Some of these encounters are slights, seeming slips of the tongue, while others are intentional offensives. Rankine writes that the cumulative stresses come to bear on a person’s ability to speak, perform and to stay alive. The Common Reading Program is designed to provide first-year and transfer students with a common intellectual experience to stimulate discussion, critical thinking and encourage a sense of community.

Adding to the excitement this year, a solar eclipse takes place right in the middle of New Student Orientation programming. Following the Capstone Address in the Kathryn Mohrman Theatre, students wishing to can pick up eclipse glasses in Armstrong Hall and head to Armstrong Quad to view the eclipse. (Swing by for a photo of students in eclipse glasses on the quad if you’re in the neighborhood!)

A large component of CC’s New Student Orientation is the five-day Priddy Experience, in which students fan out across the Southwest on service trips. There are 66 Priddy trips scheduled, working with 41 organizations in three states. Students will volunteer with organizations ranging from the Santa Fe Habitat for Humanity in New Mexico to Easter Seals in Denver to a dog rescue shelter in Texas, as well as numerous backcountry organizations offering opportunities for trail maintenance and campsite restoration. Together, the incoming CC students, led by New Student Orientation student leaders, will contribute approximately 11,000 hours of community service to organizations throughout the region – before they even set foot in a classroom.

Opening Convocation, held at 9 a.m., Monday, Aug. 28 in Shove Memorial Chapel, 1010 N. Nevada Ave., opens the 2017-18 academic year.
About Colorado College
Colorado College is a nationally prominent, four-year liberal arts college that was founded in Colorado Springs in 1874. The college operates on the innovative Block Plan, in which its approximately 2,000 undergraduate students study one course at a time in intensive 3½-week segments. The college also offers a master of arts in teaching degree. For more information, visit www.coloradocollege.edu
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